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When the Administration was questioned re-
garding their involvement in Haiti, they justified
their actions by critiquing President Aristide’s
effectiveness as a President.

Mr. Speaker, | myself have had many
issues with the policies of President Bush.
And | have always questioned the flaws of the
2000 elections that brought this Administration
to office, but | refuse to believe any AMER-
ICAN who believes in democracy would allow
another country to help overthrow our govern-
ment.

We do not teach people to violently over-
throw our U.S. government, and we must not
teach other people in the international commu-
nity, particularly Haiti, to participate in activities
that taint the hope for democracy by use of vi-
olence.

Mr. Speaker, this is a sad week for Haiti,
the United States, and moreover democracy.

It is our moral obligation to find out the truth
about this coup d’etat and cast light on the al-
leged covert activities of the Bush Administra-
tion.

It is time to stop the political pillaging of the
country and begin saving Haitian lives for the
future stability of the country.

Members of this Congress must condemn
the continued violence and murders of Hai-
tians, and call on the Bush Administration,
OAS, and the U.N. to fully support democracy,
the release of political prisoners like Yvonne
Neptune, and disarm the thugs and rebels
who continue to stifle democracy and create
an environment of fear, intimidation, and anar-
chy.

\);Ve must press the transitional government,
the OAS and the international community to
respect the regional leadership of CARICOM.

And finally, we must push the United Na-
tions to develop a special court in Haiti to try
those who are most responsible for crimes
against humanity instead of rewarding them
with offices in the new government.

| call on the Bush Administration to do what
is right for the Haitian people. | have intro-
duced The TRUTH Act, or H.R. 945, which
would commit President Bush and his admin-
istration to tell the truth about Haiti, and the
Administration’s  involvement in President
Aristide’s ousting.

It is TRUE, that the Administration has, in
essence, carried out a form of ‘regime
change,’ a different form than it took in Iraq,
but still regime change, and we must bring
their actions to light.

Shame on President Bush and the inter-
national community that is silent as thousands
of young Haitian poor men, women and chil-
dren are murdered in the streets and stripped
of their chance for democracy, peace, and a
basic decent life.

Mr. Speaker, Haiti boils down to democracy,
fairness, and freedom, concepts that the Bush
Administration must learn to respect and up-
hold.

——————
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Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay
tribute to the life and legacy of the honorable
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Tillie Kidd Fowler. Mrs. Fowler was a distin-
guished member of this House from 1993 to
2000. She was a personal friend and some-
one who | admired greatly.

Tillie was as good a Representative as this
House has seen. She was tenacious in the
defense of her constituents; principled to a
point; and, willing to listen to any good argu-
ment.

Raised in an era when professional women
were passed over regardless of qualifications
for their male counterparts, Tillie used her
sharp intellect to climb to the highest levels of
government and public service; and our Nation
is the better for it.

Today, as we grapple with how best to de-
fend our Nation against the threats of the 21st
Century, each of us in the public arena will
have to double our efforts in order to fill the
knowledge void created by Tillie’s absence.
We all relied on her keen insights and the sig-
nificance of her efforts to rebuild our Nation’s
military and maintain the world’s most elite
armed services cannot be understated.

While | could go on and on about Tillie’s
policy successes as a United States Rep-
resentative and later as Chairwoman of the
Defense Policy Board Advisory Committee, it
is her work off this floor that | will miss most.
When the day’s work was done, Tillie had an
amazing ability to cut through the clutter and
remind you what matters most; to keep you fo-
cused; and, to give you a renewed sense of
energy with which to tackle the issues of the
day.

Just as she was in life, her memory will con-
tinue to serve as an inspiration to all of us
who knew her. May God receive and keep
her, and hold her family close in their days of
mourning.

————————
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Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the important of contributions of Laredo
Independent School District Superintendent
Sylvia Bruni.

Ms. Bruni graduated from Incarnate Word
College in San Antonio, with a Bachelor of
Science Degree in English, Spanish, and Edu-
cation. She became a high school English
teacher, and taught at the United Independent
School District for 17 years.

In addition to providing an education for oth-
ers, Sylvia Bruni has served as an example
herself of the importance of continuing edu-
cation throughout life. While teaching at the
United ISD, she received her Master of
Science in Education from Laredo State Uni-
versity. She also completed programs certi-
fying her as a professional reading specialist,
professional supervisor, professional mid-man-
agement administrator, and superintendent.

Ms. Bruni has held a variety of prestigious
posts in Texas education. She was principal at
Salinas Elementary School, Director of Cur-
riculum and Instruction at the United ISD, as
a faculty member at Laredo Community Col-
lege, and as Director for the Office of Special
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Programs at Texas A&M International Univer-
sity. She held the post of Director of Re-
search, Planning, and Development before
being named Superintendent of the Laredo
Independent School District.

These activities, along with her commitment
to community volunteerism, have earned Ms.
Bruni a variety of awards, including Laredo
Community College Top 50 Distinguished
Alumni and Laredo Morning Times “Laredoan
of the Year.”

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to add my name to
the long list of people who have congratulated
Sylvia Bruni on her competent and dedicated
service, and her enormous contribution to the
state of education in Southwest Texas.

—————

COMMEMORATING THE 20TH ANNI-
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Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, |
would like to congratulate The Women'’s Cen-
ter of Northern Virginia and Washington, DC
on the 20th anniversary of its Annual Leader-
ship Conference.

The Women’s Center has been a resource
for women in the workplace from its begin-
nings. The first Conference in 1985 was titled
“On the Job Issues for Working Women.”
Held at the Vienna Community Center, the
conference addressed four related areas of
professional development: career strategy; de-
velopment of management skills; networking
and mentoring; and work relationships. It was
at this event that the Center’s hallmark pro-
gram, The Information and Career Advisory
Network (ICAN) was introduced. ICAN makes
a customized network of professionals avail-
able to each of its participants. As the number
of women in management positions grew, so,
too, did the scope of the Annual Conference.
Recent titles included “The Global Community
of Women,” “The Economic Equity of
Women,” “Caregiving in a Time of Change,”
and “Women Leaders, Changing the Dy-
namic.” With this year's Conference, “Women
in Leadership: Your Success Portfolio,” the
Women’s Center continues its legacy of rel-
evance and diversity by addressing the mul-
tiple definitions of and opportunities for leader-
ship now available to women.

As the scope and size of the Annual Lead-
ership Conference grew, so did the services of
The Women’s Center. Founded as a coun-
seling and educational organization in 1974,
the Center now offers a wide range of serv-
ices and programs addressing the psycho-
logical, career, financial and legal issues of
women and families. Counseling services, in-
cluding group therapy and support groups, are
now offered to women, couples, families and
children. The Center’s Information and Refer-
ral Service, which acts as a resource gateway
for local human service issues, handles about
25,000 calls a year.

In closing, Mr. Speaker, | congratulate The
Women’s Center on its comprehensive range
of services and unique contribution to the
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